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PERSONAL FROFILE

· Experienced and innovative in general administrative & managerial skills with specialty in Law, human rights, economics and management,  development, labor relations and general social work
· High personal integrity, confidence and excellent leadership skills
· Dependable and reliable in supporting and enabling inter-personal ability to promote participation and teamwork 
· Highly articulate, persuasive and confident team-builder, able to motivate and communicate 
· Computer literate
education

· University of Leiden, Leiden, Netherlands (  2000
Master of Laws (L.L.M)/Public International Law

· Institute of Social Studies (ISS), Hague, Netherlands (  1999

Post-Graduate Diploma/ International Laws and Organizations for Development

· University of Liberia, Louis Arthur Grimes School of Law, Monrovia, Liberia (  1996
Bachelor of Laws (L.L.B Degree) 
· Columbia University, New York, USA (  1994 
Certificate / International Law and Human Rights Theory

· University of Liberia, Monrovia, Liberia (  1987 

Bachelor of Science (BSc) / Economics & Management

experience

Minister of Public Works: Republic of Liberia – May, 2009 - Present
Minister of Labour: Republic of Liberia-February, 2006 – present

· Regulate, in the public interest, relations between employers and employees in the Republic of Liberia
· Provide employment services in pursuit of development and exploitation of all resources and the furtherance of commerce

· Provide for the classification, registration, and licensing of tradesmen and craftsmen

· Conduct manpower studies

· Protect the rights of labour and management in the Republic

· Perform such other functions as may be assigned by the President

Accomplishments

· Designed and developed 5-year Strategic Plan for Labour Reforms

· Supervised the re-location of the Ministry after  more than 30 years

· Established Minimum Wage Board, Commission on  Child Labor and Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force

· Supervised the repeal and amendment of unfriendly Labour Law (Decree # 12, 1508 (3)) and designed process for a new Labour Code
· Facilitated the establishment of the National Labour Tripartite Committee and the 1st merger of the two main National Labour Federations
· Mobilized  institutional support from the Dutch Government  to support institutional capacity of Ministry of Labour
· Supervised various initiatives on Job Creation including Labour -Intensive Public Works on Road Rehabilitation, Infrastructure, Water and Sanitation Management
· Revised Liberia’s relationship with the International Labour Organization (ILO) and other bodies to ensure technical support. As a result and ILO Technical Team is in the Country and a $3 Million bilateral support approved
Founder& Regional Representative: Foundation for International Dignity-FIND, Sierra Leone(2002-present
-
 Supervise administrative and operational portfolio of FIND/overall leadership
-
Conduct trainings in international and domestic human rights and refugee protection, capacity building and leadership development
-
 Coordinate research, advocacy and fundraising strategies
-
 Provide legal assistance for indigents and victims of human rights abuse (women, workers, children, etc)
Accomplishments 

· Established more than 10 Local Offices of FIND in Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone

· Established programs for Legal Assistance, Capacity Building and Human Rights Advocacy in MRU Countries
Program Director – International Human Rights Law Group (IHRLG), Sierra Leone  (  2002
-
Official representative IHRLG in Sierra Leone
-
 Supervised capacity-building/ technical programmatic areas
-
 Collaborated with other local human rights, legal, and women’s organizations
-
 Developed project proposals and fundraising initiatives for local Non-governmental organizations
Accomplishments
· Established Local Office and Programs on Human  Rights Advocacy
· Established Human Rights Resource Center for Local NGOs
Truth and Reconciliation Project Officer – IHRLG, Sierra Leone  (  2001
-
Coordinate transitional justice programs; organized public awareness campaigns on the truth and    reconciliation process
-
Worked with national stakeholders to implement public awareness initiatives
-
Strengthened the capacity of other human rights organizations in the involvement by CSOs in Sierra Leone
Accomplishments
· Established a net work of NGO’s to support the work of the TRC and Special Court

· Designed and developed strategies for Civil Society participation in the Transitional Justice Process
Professional Attachment– Catholic Legal Immigration Network (CLINIC, Washington DC) (  2001

 - Provided legal assistance for immigrants and refugees

Management Consultant: Catholic Organization for Relief & Development, Netherlands (  2000 

- Evaluated support to local partners in Sierra Leone
- Developed recommendations for improved service delivery
Human Rights Consultant – Dutch Inter-Church Aid, Utrecht, Netherlands (  1999

- Assessed human rights institutions in Sierra Leone and Nigeria

- Provided capacity-building strategies for human rights groups
Founding National Director – Catholic Justice & Peace Commission, Monrovia, Liberia (  1991-1998 
- 
Coordinated human rights and peace programs for Catholic Bishop Conference of Liberia

· Launched human rights radio program, legal aid initiative, and fact-finding mission and documentation
-
 Organized campaigns oriented around human rights, education, election monitoring, 
 
 conflict resolution, and fundraising issue areas
- 
Worked on international lobbying and networking strategies
     - 
Developed national advocacy for human rights protection and promotion
Accomplishments
· Established a network of Local Churches

· Design and developed an effective strategy for Human Rights monitoring, documentation and reporting

· Initiated a radio program on Human Rights Advocacy

· Provided technical support to  Inter-religious Council
Consultant – Dutch Inter-Church Aid, Utrecht, Netherlands (  1997 
-
Provided advice and support to national women organizations in Liberia
Consultant – National Endowment for Democracy (NED), Washington, D.C. USA (  1996

- 
Redesigned NED approaches to support local human rights initiatives in Liberia

Intern – Human Rights First (  1994

Committee Member – Inter-Faith Mediation Committee (  1997 
- Supervised civic initiatives and actions in Liberia/technical consultant
- Facilitated religious mediation on the Liberian peace process
- Interacted with international mediators to promote peace in Liberia

Executive Director – Monrovia YMCA (  1989

- Revitalized the YMCA after almost two year collapse
- Designed innovative programs and activities 
awards

· Recipient, Three Human Rights Awards (Including Lifetime Achievement Award)African Students Association, University of Minnesota, USA, May 2006

· Recipient, Rule of Law Initiatives Reformer’s Award Center for Rule of Law Initiatives, American Bar Association-July, 2006, Istanbul, Turkey

·  Nominee, Robert F Kennedy Human Rights Award, 2004

· Recipient, Benemerenti Medal awarded by Pope John Paul II, Vatican City, 1999

· Nominee, King Baudouin Prize, Belgium 1999

· Recipient, Liberia’s Heroes and Heroines Award, Washington DC, 1999

· Nominee, African Youth Leadership Award, Africa Leadership Forum, Ghana, 1999

· Nominee, Roger Baldwin Medal of Liberty, Human Rights First, New York, 1997

· Recipient, Reebok Human Rights Award, Boston, 1994

· Recipient, Newman Recognition, Columbia University, New York, 1994
other honors

· Honored by the Special Court of Sierra Leone for outstanding efforts in supporting the establishment of the court and advocating for the promotion of human rights, 2005

· Among 8 human rights activists selected to meet President Clinton on his Africa visit, Dakar Senegal, 1998

· Among 51 human rights defenders honored by Kerry Kennedy Cuomo in a documentary/ book entitled: “Speak Truth to Power.” Washington DC, 2000

publications

· “Civic Initiatives in the Liberian Peace Process,” ACCORD: A Publication of Conciliation Resources, London, 1996

· “ECOMOG: A Model for Peace Keeping,” Columbia University, New York, 1994

· “The Liberian Crisis: A Monograph Analyzing the Liberian Civil War,” 1992-1993

affiliations

· Member, International Advisory Committee, Inter-Religious Reconciliation on the International Criminal Court, the Hague, the Netherlands, 2005

· Chairman, Board of Directors, Forefront Leaders: A network of former recipients of Reebok Award, New York, USA, 2004

· Advisory Committee Member, Roger Baldwin Medal of Liberty, 2001

· Board Member, Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights, 2001 - present
· Member, International Governing Council, Center for Democracy & Dev., London, 1999

· Steering Committee Member, Reebok Human Rights Award Winners, New York, 1999

· Advisory Group Member, International Council on Human Rights Policy, Geneva, 1999

· Member, African Society of International and Comparative Law, London, 1997

· Honorary Member, National Bar Association, USA, 1993
· Secretary General, Liberia People’s Party (LPP), 1991
· President, University of Liberia Student Union, Monrovia, Liberia, 1986-1987

· Member, University of Liberia Council, Monrovia, Liberia, 1986-7

· President, Economics Student Association, Monrovia, Liberia, 1986
· Standard Bearer Student Unification Party, University of Liberia, 1986

workshops 

· Regional Conference on the establishment of the African Court of Justice and Human Rights, Nairobi, Kenya, 2005

· Training Workshop on the International Criminal Court, Cape Town, South Africa, 2004

· Conference on Humanitarian Principles: Engaging with Non-State Actors, Wilton Parks Conferences, West Sussex, London, 2000

· Conference on the Proliferation of International Organizations: Legal Issues, University of Leiden, Netherlands, 1999

· Hague Appeal for Peace, The Hague, Netherlands, 1999

· International Deliberative Workshop, Washington D.C., USA, 1998

· International Conference on Small Arms and Light Weapons, Brussels, Belgium, 1998

· MISEREOR Congress, Aachen, Germany, 1998

· Workshop on the Rule of Law (organized by the African Society of Int’l and Comp. Law in London) Abidjan, Ivory Coast, 1997

· European Conference on Conflict Prevention, Amsterdam, Netherlands, 1997

· Civil Society Workshop (organized by the Carter Center & World Bank), Georgia, USA, 1997

· Workshop on the Interface of Civil Society, OAU, and NGOs in Africa (organized by International Alert, London) Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 1996

· European Justice and Peace Commission International Congress, Netherlands, 1996

· Conflict Resolution Workshop (organized by International Alert, London), Kenya, 1995

· Refugees Workshop (organized by Human Rights First, New York), Dakar, Senegal, 1995

· New African Research Development Agency (NARDA): Board Management, Liberia 1989

personal circumstances

· Born on 1 May 1964 in Logan Town, Bushrod Island, Liberia, West Africa to the union of Mr. Samuel Woods and Mrs. Edna M. Woods; Single; and of good health

references

Sheik Kafumbah Konneh

National Muslim Council

Clay Street, Monrovia

Republic of Liberia

Fr. Andrew Karnley

Episcopal Administrator

Catholic Archdiocese of Monrovia
Ashmun Street, Monrovia
Republic of  Liberia
Madam Mary  Robinson

Former President, Republic of Ireland
Founder, Realizing Rights

New York, USA

Brief Information of 
Samuel Kofi Woods, II
___________________________________________________________
Samuel Kofi Woods, II is presently the Minister of Labour of the Republic of Liberia. Prior to his appointment in January of 2006, he has been committed to more than 35 years of human rights work in Liberia, Africa and the World.

Woods started as a youth activist in some of the slump communities of Liberia where he was borne and later became a student leader at the University of Liberia in 1986. He was imprisoned, banned from employment and travels by the regime of Samuel K. Doe in 1987 for his commitment to academic freedom and social justice. As a youth and student leader, he led the re-organization of the national student movement and championed the call for academic freedom and social justice.
In 1991, Woods worked with the Catholic Bishops in Liberia to establish the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission which later became Liberia’s Foremost Human Rights Institution. The Commission documented abuses during Liberia’s brutal civil war, represented indigent people including journalists and became the focus of human rights advocacy and established various regional structures throughout Liberia.

In 1997 he was involved with the Carter Center and the National Democratic Institute based in the United States in conducting training for the network of local elections observers in Liberia and served with the Carter Center Observers Mission as an observer during elections in Kenya in December 2002.

 After several threats to his life, Woods left for exile in 1998 and studied in the Netherlands where he earned a Masters Degree in Public International Law (emphasis Human Rights and Humanitarian Law) from Leiden University and received various academic diplomas. In 2001, Woods joined the International Human Rights Law Group now Global Rights based in Washington DC and traveled to Sierra Leone to assist with the setting up as well as supporting efforts on the transitional justice process (Truth and Reconciliation Commission and Special Court).

In 2002, he founded the Foundation for International Dignity (FIND) where he served as Regional Representative until being asked to join the Government of Madam Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf in 2006. FIND is a regional organization which he founded in June 2002 to focus on the plight of refugees and displaced communities in the Mano River Region (Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone). FIND has offices in Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone.
Woods has pursued a case of precedence against the Liberian Government with the African Commission Human and People’s Rights on behalf of detained journalists in Liberia. 
In 1994 Woods received the Reebok Human Rights Award for work as a Human Rights Lawyer while serving as National Director of the Catholic Justice and Peace commission in Liberia. 

In 1999 he received the Benemerenti Award of Merit from Pope John Paul II for service to humanity and in 2004 he was honoured by the Special Court in Freetown, Sierra Leone.  In addition, he has been honored in several capacities and received an award from the American Bar Association, among others. Additional information about Mr. Woods can be found on various Websites including: www.speaktruthtopower.org, www.reebok.org, etc.

As Minister of Labour, Mr. Woods has championed reforms in the Liberian Labour Sector over the past two years including changes in Labour Law Reforms, National Employment Policy, improved working conditions, institutional development and strengthening International and Regional Cooperation on behalf of the Government of Liberia. Under his leadership, Firestone, Liberia’s largest rubber plantation is undergoing transformation with a new concession agreement and the first democratic elections for a workers union in more than 80years.
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